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Chapter 1: Background

Project Background & Project Goals

New Hope Borough is currently in the process of updating its ComprehensiveRiang the process,
led by the Bucks County Planning Commission, parking was identified as an area of concern in need of
further study. Local officials desire to identify drdevelop appropriate parking management strategies

concurrent with the Comprehensive Plan.

The Borough desires to facilitatéie renewal of the downtown business district as an important,

vibrant, healthy (socioeconomically and environmentally), safed pPSRS&a G NA I Yy TFNR Sy Rt &
destination by, among other things, developing appropriate parking plans and policies to accommodate

future growth. The Borough Council is working with a regional Main Street Program, the Landmark
Towns of Bucks County, atde downtown community, both business and residential, to maintain,

enhance and promote downtown as the social, cultural, and spiritual center of New Hope Borough
through economic development and community revitalization. There are a total of approxyn2gsl
2ymMaiNBSG YSGSNBR LINJAYy3a aLlk 0Sa t20FGSR Ay R24y
public parking assets in owned or leased surface parking lots. Private parkingcigneaitly under any

1AYR 2F a0NHZOGdZNBR YIFyl3SYSyd LINRINI YD ¢KS LINK G

managed by individual property owners throughout downtown.

t EN]JAY3 KFa 0658y ARSYGATASR 08 02GK GK&omdpydzsy
the most important issues in downtown New Hope Borough. Concerns include:
e A perceived lack of available parking in downtown New Hope;
e A perception that parking ticket enforcement practices are unfriendly and that these
enforcement practices serthe wrong message to visitors;
e Downtown parking is costly, unavailable, or inconvenient;
e 9EAAGAYIT LINRGDI GSte 2ySR &dNFIFOS LI NJAYy3I 2064
the demand continues to rise;
e hymaiNBSi I yR 2 7F fohe hdid $anaged; iNdudinthd inorfdsalai of

innovative best practices and new technologies.
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Borough officials have addressed parking issues incrementally over time. There are no records of prior
parking studies or attempts to address this issue a comprehensive basis. Municipal attempts to
YEYFEIS LINJAYy3I 3FSySNrffe F2tft26SR UNIYRAGAZ2YIf YS
the downtown business district, the issuance of parking passes to accommodate residential property
ownerst YR GSYylydas GKS FOldAaaArdAzy 2F LINRPLISNIASAE F2I

of private lands for public parking, and parking enforcement by the Police Department.
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Study Area

The study aredd & (G KS GR2gy(26Yy ¢ 2 Wentfi@dy the2BaiSugh. ThePadzdiK = | &
bounded by the Delaware River to the east, Route 232 or Windy Bush Road to the Newthiope
Solebury High Schoab the west, and the limit of oistreet parking meters
on North Main Street to the north. The approximate study area is show
the right with specific streets including:

e North and South Main Streets
Hardy Buk Way

e Parry Street
¢ East and West Randolph &tits

e East and West Bridge Stredb 180 West Bridge Street (New Hope '—
Solebury High School, Middle School and Elementary School)

e Chestnut and Buttonwood Street

e Union Square

e East and West Ferry Straet

e Waterloo Street

e Coryell Street

e New Street

e East and WdadMechanic Streets to the area of Kehilat Hanahar

e Stockton Avenue
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New Hope Borough: History and Demographics

The Borough of New Hope is locatdd eastern Bucks County,
Pennsylvaniabout 15 miles northwest of Trenton, New Jers@&p miles
north of Philadelphia Pennsylvaniaand 65 miles southwest of New York
City. TheBorough is a popular destination for tourists seeking unique
shops, restaurants, historic inns, and a beautiful riverfront. Many historic
homes are found in th&orough, as well agew infill housing designed to

fit the architecture of the
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The Borough is small, encompassing ohl25 square miles,
bounded on the east by the Delaware River and on the nor
west, and south by SoleburJownship. The CGensus of 2000
shows the Boroughhad a population of 2,252with 1,160

households, and 50 families residing in theBorough. The
median income for a household in tiB@rough was $6,833and

the median income for a family was $87,868. The per caf

income for the borough was $45,3009.

The downtown of New Hope is condensed along the Delawe. .

River, along Main Street, Bridge Street, Mechanic Streety Street, New Strete Waterloo Street, East

and West Ferry Streets, and Coryell StreeMany shops and restaurarilige the streets, alongvith
beautiful homes and inns. Streets and sidewalks in the downtown are filled from Friday evening
through Sunday afternoofrom April through Decembeas many tourists journey to New Hope to
appreciatethe2 gy Qa | LILISIE FyR OKIF NY®



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_New_Hope,_Bucks_County,_Pennsylvania_Highlighted.png
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Chapter 2: Parking Inventory & Facilities
There are ovel, 250 off-street parking spaces thowntown

New Hope Borough, mostlgcatedin private parking lots. In
addition, there areapproximately 28®n-street metered
parking spaces.

Off-Street Parking

Off-street parking is located within numerous eftreet
parking lots as listed in Table Parking in these lotis an
assortment of the following:

e Paved with lined parking spaces

e Paved without lined parking spaces

e Unpaved

e Metered with traditional parkingneters
e Metered with modern kiosks

e Cash and park with attendants

e Reserved parking by permit only

Parking prices range from $®r day up to $2@erday. Prices fluctuate at a few of the lots based on
demand and/or day of week.
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On-Street Parking

Approximately 285 ostreet metered parking spaces exist
Ff2y3 bS¢g 121LI5SQa aaNBSGaod
four-hour mechanical, eighhour mechanical, and eigh
hour digital meters. Albn-street meters are owned and
maintained by New Hope Borough. All-stneet meters
accept only quarters. Parking spaces are delineated, on
the street side as well as front and rear.

Gl NJ

New Hope Borough has been updating meters and plans to
continue todo so sich that all meters are digital. This is
expected to take about three more year©nce updated,
the meters can easily be converted to accept
smartcards/debit cards which could be sold at local
businesses in the downtown area.
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