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A Message from Claire E. Shaw
A few weeks back, as I was responding to a private message on
Facebook, a posting on my timeline caught my eye. The author was
asking if anyone knew what was going to be built in Solebury, as they
had noticed what appeared to be preparation for a large construction
project along route 202, adjacent to the athletic fields. Speculations included everything
from a Super Wawa to a Walgreens Pharmacy.

the renovation of the existing dilapidated structure, demolition at the rear of the building
and the construction of a second story addition and a concrete patio area overlooking
the Aquetong Creek. Other on-site improvements will include minor revisions to the
grading on-site along the Aquetong Creek to facilitate construction of the patio area,
and the construction of minor drainage improvements to address drainage concerns
around the existing structure.

In reading those posts, I decided this newsletter should be dedicated to highlighting
the many proposed and ongoing development projects in the Borough of New Hope. So
let’s start with the project cited above.

50 S. Main Street - Playhouse Inn (formally Zadars)
by Playhouse Inn Properties, L.L.C.

Rabbit Run Preserve by Rabbit Run, L.P.
This project is actually located in the Borough of New Hope, and the site is being
prepared for the construction of a 37-unit attached cluster development on a 20.709acre site. The property is being developed by Rabbit Run, L.P., a local developer based
in New Hope.
Joseph Stanley Park (Cintra) by Rebecca River Road, L.L.C.
The project is located across West Bridge Street from the high school. There is no
current activity at the site; however, plans are approved for 29 one and two bedroom
condominium units. Eleven (11) apartment units already exist at the site. The developer,
Rebecca River Road, L.L.C., is currently addressing the conditions of plan approval and
PennDOT issues.
Odette’s by Gateway to New Hope, L.L.C.
Gateway has received preliminary approval for its plans to redevelop the Odette’s
site with new construction to include a restaurant/bar, an inn and a banquet facility.
Gateway is currently negotiating with the Commonwealth, which owns the land
surrounding Odette’s. The developer must also address the Borough’s conditions of
plan approval before construction may begin.
306-308 S. Main Street, by Gateway to New Hope, L.L.C.
Gateway plans to construct two units for the proposed inn at this site.

The subject building is currently a vacant three-story building, which occupies 0.54
acres and has frontage along the Delaware River to the east. The structure comprises
a total gross floor area of 18,357 sq ft Playhouse Inn Properties proposes to renovate
and build an addition to accommodate an inn, retail sales, a restaurant (indoor and
outdoor) and bar.
32 S. Main - Ferry Market, Playhouse Inn Properties, L.L.C.
The Playhouse recently acquired the Four Season’s Mall at 32 S. Main, and has
proposed a new concept for the site, a market, which will enhance the business district
and offer diverse services to not only the tourist but to residents as well. Because it is a
new concept the Borough is working with the Bucks County Planning Commission to
amend the Code of Ordinances to create a market use.
18-20 W. Mechanic Street, by Towpath Development, LLC
Towpath desires to redevelop the property for multi-use purposes including
residential, retail and restaurant uses. In order to do this the applicant has obtained
variances from the New Hope Zoning Hearing Board including but not limited to
permitting a two-family dwelling, town homes, outdoor dining, plus setback and lot
coverage variances.
New Hope - Solebury High School
This is a land development project submitted by the New Hope – Soledbury School
District, which includes expansion of the high school and internal road circulation
improvements.

70 S. Main St by BCP Property, L.L.C.

93 N. Main Street

The Applicant proposes various improvements which are to be restricted to the
rear of the existing property along the Delaware River waterfront. The features will be
constructed on three levels and include an enclosed 650 sq ft storage area and 1,600 sq
ft patio on the lower level; a 2,957 sq ft concrete promenade on the mid-level and finally
two terraces, 518 sq ft and 298 sq ft respectively and a 3,750 sq ft, 147 seat restaurant
on the upper level. The Applicant is also proposing to construct new stormwater
management facilities to address runoff from the existing parking area and the building
additions.

A request for a simple subdivision into two lots was approved several years ago
creating 89 & 93 N. Main Street. The owners are currently addressing the conditions of
plan approval, and there is a possibility that a revised plan may be submitted. The lots
are proposed for residential development.

6-8 E. Mechanic Street by Playhouse Inn Properties, L.L.C.
This application is part of the Playhouse Inn Project. Proposed improvements include

Logan Inn by Landmark Developers, L.L.C.
The applicant proposes to build a three-story addition to the Logan Inn to include
additional areas for dining, guest rooms and a conservancy garden pavilion and to
remove the existing canvas pyramid roof and the exterior tent.
A new single-family dwelling is proposed for 39 New Street, and renovations and
an addition are proposed for 57 Buttonwood.
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Important Telephone Numbers
Emergency (Police, Fire or Rescue)
PA One Call
Police Administration
Public Works
Borough Hall
Tax Collector, Real Estate
Tax Collector, Earned Income
Tax & Local Services Tax
Bucks County Water & Sewer Authority
Emergency Number
PennDOT (Doylestown)
New Hope Eagle Fire Company
District Court

Bucks County Upgrades
Emergency Notification System
Bucks County is replacing its ReadyNotifyPA emergency notification system with
the upgraded ReadyBucks system, which
will be used to alert subscribers before
and during a major emergency. It can also
be tailored by subscribers to deliver other
alerts, such as weather, health, crime and community notifications. Bucks County residents, businesses and organizations are encouraged to register at BucksCounty.org/ReadyBucks to receive the alerts.
This mass notification system, which is managed by the vendor Everbridge, will allow Bucks County Emergency Services
to contact thousands of residents and business in a matter
of seconds, perhaps at times when those seconds are crucial.
Subscribers have the ability to opt in and opt out at any time
for the types of alerts they want. The key, however, is they
must register to participate.
ReadyBucks offers the flexibility for residents to choose the
type of information they want to receive, ranging from severe
weather information to road closures. The system also can
note any functional and access needs information that would
be important to first responders in the event of an emergency. Specific municipality information – notifications and
news for residents in any of Bucks County’s 54 municipalities – can also be requested by residents when they sign up
for the service.
In addition to the County and municipal levels, multiple
school districts within Bucks are exploring the use of ReadyBucks as a notification tool for winter weather delays and
closures.
Subscribers to Bucks County’s previous notification system, ReadyNotifyPA, have received instructions about how
to register on ReadyBucks.

911
811
215-862-3033
215-862-3031
215-862-3347
215-862-0717
866-539-1100
800-222-2068
215-343-3946
215-345-6060
215-862-2692
215-345-7516
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Call 811 Before You Dig
Pennsylvania Act 287 of 1974, as amended
by PA Act 181 of 2006, requires contractors
and homeowners to call Pennsylvania’s
One Call 811 number at least three working days before digging or excavating. PA
One Call will notify all member utilities
of your plan to dig. The utilities will then
mark the underground facilities. Striking an
underground electric or natural gas line can cause serious injury, damage and service interruptions. Every digging project,
no matter how large or small, requires a call to 811. Installing a
mailbox, building a deck, planting a tree and laying a patio are
all examples of projects where a call to 811 should be one of the
first steps. For additional information, call PA One Call System,
Inc. at 1-800-242-1776.

Park and Recreation Board News
The Park & Recreation Board will be honoring John Larson,
of John & Peter’s, at the 2016 Winter Festival. An icon in New
Hope, John has been here since July 22, 1974 when he opened
a coffee house on South Main Street. Shortly thereafter he purchased a liquor license from The Towpath House and -- John
& Peter’s was born. The event will take place at The Cornerstone located in the Eagle Fire House on January 30, 2016. The
theme for the evening is “Music Through the Ages” and will feature music provided by local musicians and food by many of
our wonderful restaurants. Ticket information will be available
shortly on the Winter Festival website, www.winterfestival.net.
Fall planting and refreshing of the planters and hanging baskets around town will be spruced up this month to brighten our
town -- until the winter snows return!
Thanks to all who help with this project. It couldn’t be done
without you.
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Pennsylvania Dog Laws
All dogs three months or older must be licensed by Jan. 1 of each year. Violators can
be cited with a maximum fine of $300 per violation plus court costs.
An annual license is $8.50 and a lifetime license is $51.50. If the animal is spayed
or neutered, the annual fee is $6.50 and lifetime is $31.50. Discounts are available to
older adults and people with disabilities. The small license fee helps the millions of
dogs in the state by funding the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture Bureau of Dog
Law Enforcement.
Dog licenses are available from the Bucks County Treasurer in Doylestown and other
licensing agents.
All dogs must be under control and must not be allowed to run at large. Dogs are
personal property, and owners are responsible for damages caused by their dog.
It is illegal to mistreat or abuse an animal. Violations should be reported to a local
humane organization or the police.
It is illegal to abandon or attempt to abandon any dog.
No dog under eight weeks of age may be sold, traded, bartered or transferred.

Responsibilities of Dog Owners
If a dog is deemed dangerous by the magisterial district justice, the owner must:
• Register the animal with the Dog Law Enforcement Office and re-register on an
annual basis
• Registration fee is $500 per calendar year for the life of the dog plus an additional amount as set by the Department to cover administrative cost
• Confine the dog in a proper enclosure
• Post a warning sign with a symbol that warns children of the presence of a
dangerous dog
• Keep the dog muzzled and leashed when outside the proper enclosure
• Spay or Neuter the dog

You may not place any poison or harmful substance in any place where dogs may
easily eat it, whether it is your own property or elsewhere.

• Microchip the dog

You must have a current kennel license if you operate a facility that keeps, harbors,
boards, shelters, sells, gives away or transfers a total of 26 or more dogs in any one
calendar year.

• Post a bond or purchase and maintain liability insurance in the amount of

Owners of dogs and cats 3 months of age or older are required to have a current rabies vaccination.
It is illegal to interfere with an officer or employee of the Pennsylvania Department
of Agriculture engaged in enforcement of dog laws.

The Pennsylvania Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement is
Charged with the Following Responsibilities:

• Be compliant with court ordered restitution
$50,000 to pay for injuries inflicted by the dog
• Agree not to cancel the owner’s liability insurance during the license period unless he/she disposes of the dog
• Sign a statement providing that he/she will notify the Dog Law Enforcement
Office, state dog warden and local police if the dog is loose, attacks a human or
an animal, dies or is sold/donated

• Enforcing licensing and control of dogs
• Enforcing kennel licensing and inspections
• Investigating dog bites
• Seizing and detaining any dog seen running at large
• Reimbursing individuals for dog-caused damage to livestock, poultry and
domestic game birds
• Establishing and enforcing the quarantine of dogs in certain areas when required
• Funding counties and humane organizations to establish dog control facilities

Enforcement

• Providing educational services concerning dog ownership in Pennsylvania

reports

• Enforcing the Pennsylvania Rabies Law

A dangerous dog could be confiscated under certain circumstances (i.e. the dog is not
properly registered or not kept in a proper enclosure)
The owner could be found guilty of a criminal offense to a first degree misdemeanor
All known incidents of dog attacks by dangerous dogs must be reported to the state
dog warden and the New Hope Borough Police Department, who must investigate all
Information for this article was provided by the Pennsylvania Department of

Dangerous Dogs

Agriculture.

A dangerous dog is one that has attacked, inflicted severe injury to, or killed a human
being or a domestic animal without provocation while off an owner’s property. A dog
is also considered dangerous if it was involved in committing a crime. It is unlawful
for an owner or keeper of a dangerous dog to permit the dog to be outside the proper
enclosure unless the dog is muzzled and restrained by a substantial chain or leash and
under physical restraint of a responsible person. The muzzle shall be made in a manner
that will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration, but shall
prevent it from biting any person or animal or from destroying property with its teeth.

Dangerous Dog Provisions
The Act does not apply to police dogs, guide dogs for the blind, hearing dogs for the
deaf, aide dogs for the handicapped, or farm dogs (under certain circumstances).
The Act does not apply where a person attacked, provoked the animal, or was committing willful trespass or another unlawful act for which civil suit can be brought.
If a dog attacks a person, the person (or anyone acting on his/her behalf), the state
dog warden or a police officer may file a complaint with a magisterial district justice
charging the owner or keeper with harboring a dangerous dog.
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New Hope Shade Tree Commission
The Value of Trees
Studies prove that trees have a positive effect on many
aspects of people’s lives, including their health, homes,
businesses, communities, drinking water, and air quality.
(Adapted from: Urban and Community Appreciation Tool
Kit; USDA Forest Service NA-IN-02-04.)
Economic Contributions

rest to evaporate. This lessens the force of storms and
reduces runoff and erosion. Research indicates that 100
mature tree crowns intercept about 100,000 gallons of
rainfall per year, reducing runoff and providing cleaner
water (6)
• Trees reduce noise pollution by absorbing sounds.

• Research shows that shoppers in well-landscaped business districts are willing to pay more for parking and
up to 12% more for goods and services.(1)
• Landscaping, especially with trees, can significantly increase property values.
• Trees reduce runoff and erosion
from storms by about 7% and reduce the need for erosion control
structures. In urban areas with
trees, the use of smaller drainpipes can save cities on materials, installation and maintenance.(2)
• Amenity and comfort ratings
were about 80% higher for a
tree-lined sidewalk compared with
those for a non-shaded street. Quality of products ratings were 30% higher in districts having trees over those with barren sidewalks.(3)
Energy Savings
• The net cooling effect of a young, healthy tree is equivalent to 10 room-size air conditioners operating 20
hours a day.(4)
• As few as three trees properly positioned can save the
average household between $100 and $250 annually in
energy costs.(5)
Environmental Contributions
• Leafy tree canopies catch precipitation before it reaches
the ground, allowing some of it to gently drip and the

Social Contributions
• Views of nature reduce the stress response of both body
and mind when stressors of urban conditions are
present.(7)
• Trees reduce crime. Apartment buildings
with high levels of greenery had 52% fewer
crimes than those without any trees. Buildings with medium amounts of greenery had 42% fewer crimes.(8)
(1).Wolf, K. L. 1999. Nature and Commerce: Human Ecology in Business Districts. In: Kollins, C.,
ed. Building Cities of Green: Proceedings of the
9th National Urban Forest Conference.Washington, DC: American Forests.
(2) Miller, Alban L.; Riley, J.; Schwaab, E.; Rabaglia, R.; Miller, K. 1995. Maryland’s Forests:
A Health Report. Annapolis: Maryland Department of Natural Resources Forest Service.
(3) Wolf, Kathy L. 1998. Trees in Business Districts:
Positive Effects on Consumer Behavior! Fact Sheet #5.
Seattle: University of Washington,College of Forest Resources, Center for Urban Horticulture.
(4) The National Arbor Day Foundation. 2004. The value of trees to a
community. www.arborday.org/trees/Benefits.cfm (January 12).
(5) U.S. Department of Energy. 2003. Energy Savers, Tips on Saving
Money and Energy at Home. Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
Clearinghouse.
(6) USDA Forest Service. 2003. Benefits of Urban Trees. Urban and Community Forestry: Improving Our Quality of Life. Forestry Report R8-FR
71.[Atlanta, GA:] Southern Region.
(7) Parsons, R.; Tassinary, L.G.; Ulrich, R.S.; Hebl, M.R.; Grossman-Alexander, M. 1998. The View From the Road: Implications for Stress Recovery and
Immunization. Journal of Environmental Psychology 18(2).
(8) Kuo, F.; Sullivan,W. 2001. Environment and Crime in the Inner City:
Does Vegetation Reduce Crime? Environment and Behavior 33(3).

Fall Leaf Collection Program
The New Hope Borough Department of Public Works conducts an annual fall leaf collection program on Wednesdays, starting October 7th and ending November 25th in 2015. All leaves must be placed in plastic or paper bags.
Bags must be tied and placed at the curb for collection. For additional Information, please contact Tom Carroll, the
Borough’s Director of Public Works, at 215 862 3031.
New Hope Borough Newsletter
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About Landmark Towns of
Bucks County
Landmark Towns of Bucks County is a regional economic
development initiative of four boroughs along the Delaware
Canal and Delaware River—Bristol, Morrisville, New Hope and
Yardley.
The program’s focus is on revitalizing these four traditional
downtown business districts adjacent to the D&L Trail, and attracting more visitors to use the historic Delaware Canal whether walking, running, cycling or paddling.
Funded by partners on the state and local levels, both public
and private, these four community programs began in 2008,
following the National Main Street Center’s ‘Four Point Main
Street®’ approach for downtown revitalization.

Calendar of Events By Borough
63rd Annual Holiday Tree Lighting

11/27

Bristol

Holiday Parade

11/28

Bristol

Old Fashioned Christmas Caroling

11/28

Bristol

Christmas Parade

11/29

Bristol

Winter Musicale Preview

12/3

Bristol

Actors Net Theatre presents Equivocation 10/31-11/16

Morrisville

Wreaths and Greens Workshop

11/28

Morrisville

Holly Nights

12/3-12/4

Morrisville

Murder Mystery Dinner Trains

11/6

New Hope

Evening Star Dinner Trains

11/7

New Hope

Broads with Brushers
10/1-1/12/16
		
		
		

New Hope
Fox and
Hound
B&B

Christmas tree lighting

11/29

New Hope

Breakfast with Santa
12/20
		
		

New Hope
Eagle Fire
Company

Christmas tree lighting

Yardley

11/28

Delaware Canal Vision Study
Continues with Public Meetings
and Online Survey
In November, the Delaware Canal Vision Study public meetings will again
be held at different locations along the Delaware Canal to make it easy for
the general public to continue to participate. The format will be similar to
the July meetings with an Open House from 4:30 pm to 6 pm and a more
structured meeting with break-out groups from 7 pm to 8:30 pm.
• Tuesday, November 17 at 4:30 pm and 7 pm, Meeting Hall in the
Riegelsville Borough Building, 615 Easton Road, Riegelsville, PA
• Wednesday, November 18 at 4:30 pm and 7 pm, Washington
Crossing Visitor Center, 1112 River Road, Washington Crossing, PA
• Thursday, November 19 at 4:30 pm and 7 pm, Bucks County
Community College, Bristol Campus, 1304 Veteran Highway,
Bristol, PA
For anyone unable to attend a meeting, there is an online survey at www.
delawarecanalvision.org to contribute their thoughts and opinions.
In addition, please feel free to send pictures or drawings of the Canal with
a simple description. These can be places that are special or areas that deserve a little more attention. Email these to Elissa Garofalo at elissa@delawareandlehigh.org or 610.923.3548.
The Delaware Canal Vision Study is a comprehensive stakeholder process
designed to engage a wide range of regional advocates and residents in a
highly collaborative manner. The project was initiated by Delaware Canal
21 to consider the entire 60-mile long National Historic Landmark located
within Delaware Canal State Park in Bucks and Northampton counties. The
results of the study will be the first step in developing a comprehensive longrange plan for the Canal.
The process, which began in April 2015, seeks innovative ideas in a series
of public meetings over the next several months. Other key participants include the Delaware Canal State Park Advisory Committee and the Friends
of the Delaware Canal. Funding for the project was provided by the William
Penn Foundation and the Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor
(D&L) serves as project manager.
Outcomes from this year-long undertaking will identify strategies to help
reverse the physical deterioration of the Delaware Canal in order to assure
the long-term improved maintenance and financial sustainability of this National Historic Landmark.
Water for the entire length of the Delaware Canal was a common theme
at the first three public meetings for the Delaware Canal Vision Study that
were held in July. With over 150 participants coming together, the list of
ideas was quite extensive. Anyone interested in seeing the comments collected, the maps and graphs and other material for the Study can explore the
process at www.delawarecanalvision.org.
The Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor is a 501(c)3 non-profit
organization that preserves historic pathways that carried coal and iron
from Wilkes-Barre to Philadelphia. Today, the D&L Trail connects people to
nature, culture, communities, recreation and our industrial heritage.
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Sidewalk Liability
Sidewalk falls remain a significant source of insurance liability claims.
Most valid claims are caused by an alleged defect in the walking surface.
Traditionally, an opening or level change of 1 inch or greater has been
used to define a potential trip and fall hazard for a walking surface. This
long-standing injury prevention tolerance was recently reduced by the
adoption of the 2010 Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) Standards
for Accessible Design. The reduced tolerances now seek to eliminate
potential accessibility barriers.
With respect to walking surfaces, the 2010 ADA Standards mandate:
• A vertical change in level of ¼ inch maximum is acceptable. A
change of ½ inch is acceptable if the upper ¼ inch is beveled
with a slope not steeper than 1:2. Any changes in level greater
than ½ inch shall be ramped. (Ref: Section 303)
• Openings in floor or ground surfaces shall not allow passage of a
sphere more than ½ inch diameter. (Note: Some exceptions apply.) Elongated openings shall be placed so that the long dimension is perpendicular to the dominant direction of travel. (Ref:
Section 302.3)
Given these limited tolerances, what can a property owner do? Here
are some basic risk control strategies for minimizing the risk of sidewalk liability.
Inventory - Property owners need to know what they are responsible
for. The first step in sidewalk risk management should be to develop
a list of all sidewalks under the property owner’s “care, custody and
control”.

�

Inspect - On a periodic basis, such as annually, inspect all sidewalks
on the inventory. Compare the condition of the sidewalk to standard
criteria. Identify which sidewalks contain defects, deterioration or deviations. Rate any defects based on a simple priority scheme (e.g., Immediate, A, B or C).
Prioritize - After all sidewalks have been inspected, rank the sidewalks
based on their priorities and begin working on repairs. Keep a record of
repairs made in order to prove due diligence.
Thankfully there are many options available for repairing sidewalk
defects. Problem edges can be milled flat. Heaved or buckled sidewalks
can be suction lifted and repositioned. Localized areas of deterioration
can be patched. Unfortunately, replacement is still the preferred method for severely cracked sidewalk sections.
Municipalities have a responsibility to respond to complaints brought
to their attention involving sidewalks not owned by them. New Hope
enforces Section 233-3 of the Code of Ordinances addressing sidewalk
conditions. In most cases, this requires the Borough to alert property
owners to any unsafe conditions involving their sidewalks via a certified
letter. When a letter is written, the New Hope will archive a copy in the
event of a future insurance claim. Such letters provide strong evidence
for defending the Borough against lawsuits
Common sidewalk problems and suggested repairs may be found at
http://www.newhopeborough.org/documents/
SidewalkRepairGuideNewHope.pdf
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New Hope Newsletter.
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